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Growing Up Online
Discussion Questions

Segment 1
A survey by the Pew Internet & American Life Project found that in 2004, 67 percent of
parents said the Internet has been a good thing for their children. However, this number
decreased to 59 percent in 2006. Why do you think the number of parents who reported
the Internet being a good thing for their children has decreased?

Segment 2
One student claims he "never reads books" but relies on summaries and annotated
notes he finds on Web sites. He confesses that he feels guilty about this, stating, "I feel
like I kind of cheated it." Should he feel guilty? Why or why not?

Segment 3
The program describes social networking sites as places where kids post pictures,
accumulate friends, post messages to others and describe themselves. What other kinds
of things do teens and young adults do on social networking sites that aren’t mentioned?

Segment 5
In the program, we see parents who are actively monitoring teens’ online use and other
parents who are not. What factors play a role in whether or not a parent will be involved
in monitoring teens’ online media use? From your point of view, what forms of
involvement are most useful? Least useful?



Segment 6
Teens turn to the Internet to find information about health, such as changes the body
goes through, nutrition, sexuality issues, mental and emotional issues, and substance
abuse. A teen who’s seeking support for a problem might surf the Web for answers, bring
up the problem in a chat room or blog post, put up a video or join an online support
group. In the program, we see two teens using online media to find information and
express damaging thoughts and behaviors. In Sara’s case, she found tips that supported
and praised anorexic behavior by browsing and chatting on "ana" sites. After
experiencing online and offline bullying, Ryan Halligan chatted with a friend about killing
himself and learned about various ways to commit suicide. Why might someone be
attracted to dangerous or unhealthy communication and Web sites with dangerous
information? Why might someone want to create such sites?

Post Viewing
At the end of the program, Greg decides it’s time for him to "disconnect" by going to the
Coast Guard Academy, where he will spend seven weeks without cell phones or the
Internet. Have you ever thought about "disconnecting" from it all? Do you think it would
be easy or difficult? What would you enjoy or dislike about disconnecting?


